Hello, Good People! I’m Kiara M. Williams, M.Ed., an educator, leader, and learner, and I’ve spent a surprising amount of my career being the youngest person at the table.

My career path has definitely not been a straight line. I graduated from Tennessee Tech with a degree in Human Ecology, focusing on Fashion Merchandising and Design, and somehow went from fashion and retail to education and leadership. Since then, I’ve worked with students from kindergarten through college, led teams and programs, earned my master’s degree in Educational Leadership and Policy from the University of Texas at Austin, served as a nonprofit Executive Director, and now teach college students.

Being the youngest person in the room has come with some interesting experiences. I’ve had moments where I felt completely confident and moments where I quietly wondered, “Wait…they really want me to be in charge?” I’ve had to learn how to speak up, advocate for myself, accept feedback, ask for help, and lead people who had more experience than I did. I’ve also learned that sometimes the people around you see something in you before you see it in yourself.

Outside of work, I’m usually reading a thriller novel, trying a new restaurant, finding something fun to do around Knoxville, or spending time with my family and friends. I’m a big believer that you don’t have to have your entire life figured out to be moving in the right direction. Some of the best parts of your story are the ones you never planned.

I’m excited to share some of that story with you and talk about what it really looks like to grow into the person you’re becoming.
